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BLACK BEAUTY 



Introduction: 

The first place I can remember, was a large, pleasant 
meadow with a pond of clear water in it. Over the 
hedge on one side we looked into a plowed field, and 
on the other we looked over a gate at our master's 
house, which stood by the roadside. At the top of 
the meadow was a plantation of fir trees, and at the 
bottom a running brook overhung by a steep bank. 
In the daytime I ran by my mother's side, and at 
night I lay down close by her. 
As soon as I was old enough to eat grass, my 
mother used to go out to work in the daytime, 
and return in the evening. 
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There were six young colts in the meadow besides 
me; they were older than I was; some were nearly 
as large as grown-up horses. I used lo run with 
them, and had great fun; we used to gallop all 
together round and round the field, as hard as we 
couid go- Sometimes we had rather rough play, for 
they would frequently bite and kick as well as gallop. 
One day, when there was a good deal of kicking, 
my mother whinnied to me to come to her, 
and then she said, 



"if wish yau to pay attention to what I am 
going to say to you. The colts who live here are 
very Hood colts, hut they are cart-horse colts, 
and, of course they have not learned manners. 
Yoti have been well-bred and wellborn; your 
father has a ^reat nanie in these parts, and 
your grandt'a ther won the cup two years at 
th e Newmarket Races: your grandmother had 
S sweetest temper of any horse I ever knew , 
tc/7 think you have never seen me kick or 
. I hope you will grow up gentle and good, 
'never learn bad ways: do your work with 
mppd will, lift your feet up well when you 
ht, and never bite or kick even in play." 




I have never forgotten my mother's advice. 



When t was four 

YEARS OL0,SaUIRE 
SOROOH CAME TO 
LOOK AT ME. HE 
EXAMINED ME 
CAREFULLY.. 
THEN HE SAID 
TO MY MASTER' 




My master LOST NO TIME ABOUT IT. FOR THE NEXT DAY HE 
BEGAN, everyone MAY NOT KNOW MHAT eREAKINS IN IS, 
THEREFORE I WILL OESCRlBE IT' IT MEANS TO TEACH A 
HORSE TO WEAH ii SADDLE ANO 



---AND TO CARRY OH HIS BACK A MAN, WOMAN, 
Ofi CHILD. TO GO JUST THE WAV THEY W 
TO GO QUIETLY, 




.BFMTYcs.^^Jo-saia 



Ky master often okove me en oouble nahness with mt 
hotnir.becauseshe was steady and could teach me 

^jWrTOWaeTTEHTHAH ASTSAUGE HQBSE. 



S Hf TOLD VE TkE SlTTtft 1 aEMftVED.Ttft 
BETTER 1 SHOULD BE TREATED, AND THAT 
IT WAS THE WISEST ALWAYS TO DO MY 
SEST TO PLEASE MY W4£TEft 




■'*JT/;SAIQ SHE, 'THESE ARE AaHEAT MANY K 
OV MENiTHEHE ARE THE GOOD.THOUSHTPUl MEI 
OUR MASTER. THAT ANY HORSE MAY BE PftOUO 
TO SERVE— - 




•AND THERE ARE BAO CRUEL MEN, WHO NEVEK OUOMT 
TO HAVE A HORSE OR OOG TO CALL THEIR OWKI .. . 



''■i HOfEVOU WILL FALL INTO C-OOCHANOS^ BUT A 
tWftSE NEVER KNOVfS WHO MAY BUY HIM OR WHO 
MAV DHIVE HIMi if IS ALL A RHANCE fOn US — 
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It was early in hay WtCN THERE CAME A WAN FROM 

aouine ooRooN's to takc mt away. ^^_______ 




i COULO NOT SAT SOOD-aTe- TO Mf UAST£R,30 
t PUT MY NOSE INTO rilS HAN&S; HE PATTED ME 
KINOLT THEN I LEFT MY FIRST "tOME . 



Squire Gordon's park skirted the viuaoe 
DFemTwicK...BuTi need only oescVise the 

STABLE into WHICH I WAS TAKEN 



This WAS very roomy, with four good stalls, thc 

STALL I WAS PUT INTO WAS CALLED A LOOSE BOX, 
BECAUSE THE MORSE THAT WAS PUT INTO IT WAS NOT 
tIEDUP.euT LEFT LOOSE TO 00 AS HE LIKEQ. IT IS A 
GREAT THING TO HAVE A LOOSE BOX. THE OTHER 
STALLS IN THE STABLE WERE COMMON STALLS. 




In TKE STALL NEXT TO MINE STOOD A 
LITTLE FAT.SREY PONY WITH ATHICK MANE 
AND TAIL, AVERY PRETTY KEAO AND A PERT 
LITTLE NOSE I PUT HY HEAD UP TO THE 
IRON RAILS AT THE TOP OFHYBOX AND SAID, 
'HOW DO YOU 00? WHAT 13 YOOR NAMET" 





Just TM£« A HORSe'S HEAD LOOKED OVER FROM THE 
STrtLLflEYOND AND SHE SAID "SO IT'S YOU WW 
HAVE TURNED ME OUT OP MY SOX IT IS A STRANGE 
THING FOR A COLT LIKE VOUTO GOME AND TURN 




Ik THE AFTER NOON WHEN SHE WENT OUT.MERRYLECS 
TOLD ME ALL ABOUT IT,- THE THING IS THIS,' SAIO 
WEHRYLEQS,"GlNaen HAS A BAOHAfilT OF BITINS 
AND SWAPPINO-.THAT'S WHV THEY CALL HER GIWSER. 
WHEMSHEWASmTHC LOOSE BOX, SHE USED TO SNAP 
VERY MUCH. 0N£ DAY SHE BIT JAMES INTtC ARM 
ANQMADC: IT BLEED 



-I AM TWELVE YEARS OLD; I KNOW A GREAT 
DEAL, AND t CAM TELL YOU THERE IS NOTA 
BETTER PLACE FOR A HORSE ALL AROUND 
THE COUNTRY THAN THIS. OUR MASTER 
NEVER USES A WHIP IF A HORSE ACTS RIGHT 
JOHN IS THE BEST GROOM Til AT EVER WAS, 
AKDYOunevER SAW SUCH A KIND BOY AS 
JAMES IS, SO IT IS ALL GINGER'S OWN 
FAULT THAT SHE DID NOT STAY IN 
T LOOSE BOX ' 





I POUND HE WAS * VEAY GOOD AIDER, AND 

TH01jeHTFU1.0FHIS HOR S E. TOO. 



WhEM we CAME HOME, MRS.GOflDON W 
AS WE ROPE U 




A FEW DAYS AFTER THIS.I HAD TO GO OUT WITH GINGER 
)N THE CARRIAGE .SHE BEHAVED VERY WELL. SHE DID HER 
WORK HONESTLY, AND DID HER FULL SIURE, 1 NEVER W(SH 
TO HAVE A BETTER PARTNER IN DOUBLE KARKESS. 



After we had been out two or thrm 
times together.we qrew quite priendcy 
and sociable, which made me feel 
very much at home. 





The longer i hwep at 

BtRTWICK, THE MOKE PROUO 
*ND HAPPY 1 FELTATHWrNG 
SUCH A PLACE OUR MASTER 
AND MISTRESS WERE 
RESPECTED INO LOVED BY 
ALL WKO KNEW 1 HEM. THEV 
WERE 8000 ANoklNtHO 
EVERYBODY AND EVKRtTHiNG, 
N07 ONLY MEN AND WOMEN, 
BUTHOfiSES AND DONKEYS, 
005S AND CATS, CATTLE • 
AND BIRDS. 




One OAT LMte. in autumn, ut master haq a long 
JOURNEV TO MAKE OH BUSINESS . I WAS PUT <NTO 
THE tOS CAfiT JOHN CAWEVriTK MIS MASTEft. 




I WILL NOT SAY I WASN'T FRIGHTEKCD.BUT I 
010 WOT aWEBVGOR HUN 



So BACK WE WENT BUT BY THE TIME WE OOTTO THE 

IT WAS NEARLY DARK WE COULD JUST SEETHAT 
WASOVER THE MIDDLE OF IT BUT AS THAT 




One M0RM1M6 EARLY IN DECEMBER. JO«K HAD 
JUST LED ME l»TO MY BOX AFTER MY DAILY 
EXERCISE AND WAS STRAPPING MY GLOTH ON, 
JAMESWAS COMING IN FROM THE CORN CHAMBER 
H SOME OATS, 



The masteh came into the stable, an open letter 
in his hand. he looked rather serious... 





MY LAD. r» VERY tSLAD ^glT^-^i.' 
JOHN'S OPINION OF f- -OtB 
■HABACTER fl»5REE5 I ^Jt 

^c^v< WITH my owitJ U 




AND IF ANYBODY HAS BEEN SAYING THAT 
ABOUT JAMES. 1 DON'T BELIEVE IT.SIR' 

A STEADIER, PLEASANTER , MORE HONEST 
YOUNG FELLOW 1 NEVER HAD IN ^ 

THIS STABLE,; 




I HAVE * LETTER FROM MY BROTKER IN LAW. SIRCLIFFORD | 
WILLIAMS OF CLlFFOItO HALL HE WANTS ME TO FIND H 
h TROSTWORTV GROOM ABOUT TWENTY OR TWENTY OWE, 
WHO KNOWS ms BUSINESS. 11 WOULD BE A GOOD START 
FOR YOU. 1 DON'T WANT TO PART WITH YOU IF YOU 
D LEAVE US. 1 KNOW JOHN WOULD LOSE HIS 
RIGHT HANOf 





Tug next day, JOC came to the BTAetES 
TOLPftRNALLMECOULOeERjnC JAMES LEi 
Ht LEARNED TO SWEEP THESTAeLCS, TO afilNft 
IN THE STRAW ANOHAVj HE flGQAN TO CLEAN 
THE HAnwESS. AND HELP WASH 



As ME WAS OUITE TOO SHORT TO DO ANYTHING IN THE 
WAY OF GR00MIH8 GINGER AND ME^JAMES TAUGHT 




OnENIGHT, AFEWOAVS AFTER JAMES HftD LE 
1 WAS DOWN IN MY STRAW FAST ASLEEP- -- 
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Y-tlE DOCTOft WAS A HEAVtER MAN THAN 
JOHN, AND NOT SO SOOO A RIOER HOW- 
EVER,! OIOMY VERY BEST 



When we arriveo m the park. my master was at the hauu 

DOOS.FOR HE HAD HEARD US COMING THE DOCTOR WENT INTO 
THE HOUSE WITH HIM AKO JOE L 



ME TO THE STABLE 




Soon i began to shake and tremble, i 
tufired deaolycolo.mtlegsacheo.my 
'"'■^" '"d t felt sore all over. 



Oh.i how I WISHED FOR MY WARM THICK CLOTH AS 1 
STOOD ANOTRtMBLED. I WISHED FOR JOHN.BUTHE. 
I LATDOWNIN HY 





HEWASATMY'SlDEtH A MOMENT, I COULD NOTTELL 
HIM HOW I F^.BUT HE SKMED TO KNOW IT ALL. 




I-JE COVERED MC l.lf WITH TWO Oft THftEE WAHU CLOTHS, 
* NO THEN MADE MtSOMtWtttM GRUEL WHICH \ ORAWK. 



...AND THEN AS I TRIED TO GO TO SLEEP 1 
HEARD JOHN MUMBLING TO HIMSELF,., 




r I 00 NOT KNOW HOW LONG I *«S ILL.THE HORSE 
' DOCTOR CAME EVERY DIY- ONE DAY HE BLED ME, 
I FELT VERT FAIHT AFTER IT AND THOUGHT t 
SHOULD DIE AND 1 BELIEVE THEY ALL THOUtiHT 
, SO, TOO. 




iHADKOWtlVEDiN THIS HAPPY PLACE THREE YEARS 
BUT SftO CHANGES WERE ABOUT TO COME OVER US. WE 
HEAfiD FROM TIME TO T,M£ THAT OUft MISTRESS WAS 
ILL, THE DOCTOR WAS OFTEN AT THE HOUSE, AND THE 
MASTER LOOKED GRAVE AND ANXIOUS, THEN WE 
HEARD THAT SHE MUST LEAVE HER HOME FOfi TWO 
OH THREE YEARS 




The LAST SAD DAY HAO 
COME, THE FOOTMJlH ANO 
THEHEAVV LUSGAGEHAO 
OONEOFF THE DAY BEFO«£, 
AND THERE REMAINED ONI 
TME MASTER 
*NDHEH MAID, GINGER 
I BROUGHT THE 
UPTOTHEHALLOOOR FOR 
W LAST TIME. 




The NEXT MORNING AFTER 8ReAKFAST. jOhn puTTHE 1 
SADDLE OH GINGER AND THE LEADING REIN ON ME ANDROOeI 
'USACROSS THE COUNTRY ABOUT RFTEEN MILES TO 
EARSri&LL PARK, BHEBE THE EARL LIVED ^j 
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We WERE TAKEN TO ALIGHT MRYBTABIC, 
WHERE WE MET MR, YORK, WHO WAS TO BE 
OURNEW OOACHMAI 





Me szmsD in nasty TEupm. 




/• "^ (-^MlNDYOUfi BUSIKESSf ") 
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Almost BemfiE we were out or TOWN,! 

BEGAN TO SALLOP.fBEOUEKTLTeivmaSr 
A SHARP CUT WfTH HIS WHIP, THOUflN ( Wftl^ 
GOINOftTFOa >j^ 

SPEED. ^ - ^^? 



The moon h«dnot yet risen and it was ouite dahk.the 
boaoswerestony.tlavino been recently memoed.qoino 
ovctthcm at this pace.ohe of my fbont shoes 

■ eCAME LOqSE, 








D SEEN IK 

GHT SENSES, HE WOULCJ 

5fEN AWARE OF SOME- 

WHONeiNMTOAIT BUT 

5 TOO MAD TO NOTICE 

fil.Y THING. 

BtTOND THETUKUPIKC 
WAS A LOKGi STBETCt* OF ROAD, 
UPON WHICH FRESH STONES 
HAD JUST B£ENLA1D - 
SHARP STONES OVER WHICH 
NO HORSE COULD BE OHIVEN 
QUICKLY WITHOUT BISK OP 
AH ACCIDENT. 



.ARQti: 



QVER THIS ROAD,WITH ONE SHOE SONE, t 
-WAS fORCCp TO GALLOP »T MY UTMOST SPEED, 
OF COURSE Mf SHOELESS FOOT SUFFERED 
DBEAOFULLY THE HOOF WAS BROKEN AND 
SPLIT DOWN TO THE VERY OUICK 



THtS COULD NOT GOO -J, NO HORSE COULD t^ 
FOOTING UNDEB SUCH ClRCUMSTftNCtS THt i 
was TOO Gf EST ! STUMBLED -- 




XHCMOON HAD JUST RISEN ABOVE THE HEDGE, AND BY 
ITS LI6HT I COULD SEE SMITH LYING A FEW YARDS 
BEYOND ME. HE DIO NOT MOVE 1 COULD DOHOTHiNG 
FOR HIM OR FOR MYSELF, 




|T must HAve flEEH NCARU'lWtFlllSHt Wfim 
HEANO THE SOUND OF HORSFS FCCT I WA' 
ALM05TSUHE I COULO DISTINGUISH ClW.t' 
STEP 




Que moRNifrt the e«TE was-ope«ei>, ano who should 

COKE IN flUT DEAR OLD GINCEB- 




ASOlif « HaK Aft»"tSltY»lS"lsd «'«AY. OlNS£S 




Through the recowmendation ofyork, i was 
eougrt evthe master of the liveky stables. 
! had to go by -train, a new experience forme. 
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WmKN I REACHED THE END OF MY JOURNEY, I 
fOUHO MYSELF WELL A1TENDE0 IN A TOkERAeiV 

COMPORTABLB STABLE. 



1 WAS* JOB HORSE. LET OUT TO ALL SORTS OF 
PEOPLE WHO WrsHEO TO HIRE ME. AND AS I WAS 

OOOD-TEMPEBEO AHO DEPENDABLE, I THINK I WAS 
MORE OFTEN LET OUT TO THE 13K0RANT DRIVERS.^ 




Of COURSE ,1 liOMETIMES CAME IN FOR GOOD 0RIVIH8 
HERK.OHE DAY I TOUND [ MAD SOMEONE 8EHIN0 KE 
WHO KNEW HOW A GOOD HORSE OUOHT TO BE OfllVEN, 
IT SEEMED LIKE OLD TIMES AGAIN AND MADE ME 
FfEL OUITE GAY. 




This gentleman tooka great likins to tie. 

AFTER TSYING ME SEVERAL TIMES WITWTHG 
SADDLE, HE PREWAlLEO UPON MY MAtTIH TO 
SELLME TO A FRIEND OF HIS.. 




My new raster *AS an UNMASHIEO man. HtS DOCTOR 
ADVISED HIM 70 TAKE OP RIOINS AND FOR THIS PURPOSE 
HeOOUQHTME. 




He ORDERED THE BEST HAY WITH PLENTY 
,PF OATS.CRUSKED BEANS..AHO BRAN «1T 
"VCTCHCS Oft RYE GRASS- I HIiARD THE 
' ^MASTER 61VETH5 ORDER, SO I KNEW 
ItHERE WASPLENTYOFFDOO AMO I 
THOUGHT 1 WA; 



pOR AFrW DAYS ALL 
We«T *ELL..,BUT AFTER 
AWHILE IT SEEMED 70 
ME THAT MY FOOD CAME 
VERY SHORT. 





My MASTER SUSPECTED THAT F1LCKER WAS STEAUIH' 
AND SELLINS MY FOOD, FILCHER WAS CAUGHT IN THE 
ACT, ARRESTED AND 5EHTENCED TO PRISQII 



Mt MASTER DECIDED 70 GIVE UP KEEPIHS 
A HORSE AKD TO HIRE ONE WHEN HE 
WANTED TO HIDE ! WAS THEREFORE 
SOLD AGAIN. 




My »E*»l*STeft'S NAME WAS J£ftei*IAM BAftKEfi. 
BUT AS EVERYONE CALLEft HIM JERRY. 1 SH*LL 
00 THE SAME . JEfifir.HAO A CAB OF MIS OWN. 





My first week as a oab horse was trtimB- 
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OWEOAY. TWO WILO-LOOKIMSMEHCAMEeYTHESTANO,. 



'y^HERE, CABBY- LOOKSHARpQ 
ItwERCRATKER l-iTE^/T^— 



1 





As I WAS W0N0ERIN8 WHERE I HAD SEEN THAT HOUSE 
BEFORE, SHE LOOKED UP AT ME AND SAID, -BLACK SEAUTV. 
tS THAT rOU»" 



iTWASGtKGEHr eUT HOW CHANCED. THE 
FACE ONCE FULLOFSPIfilTAMD L 
SHOWED ONLY SUFFERING. IT WAS A SAD 
TALE SHE HAOTOTELL.,, 




■■IWISM THE End *0UL0 COME, - SHE SAIO 'I'VE 
SEEN DEAD HORSES, AND I'M SURE THEY DON'T 
3UFh"eH. I WISH 1 M4Y DROP DOWN OEAO 
.n MY WORK - 



] WAS MUCH TfiOUBUTO AN I PUT MY NOSE UP TO MEftS.iSU' 
COULD SAY PiCr1HI«6 TO COWFORT HER. 1 THINK SHE WAS 
PLEASED TO SfH -^t, FOR SHt SilO/'YOU ARE THE ONLY 
FBIEMO 1 EVt" hi;. '■ 





A SHORT TIMI AFTCR THIS. A CART WITH A DEAD HORSE ■ 
INlT PASSED OUnCje STJMD I ,BELIEVi; il WAS GlNGEH,. 
I HOf'ED (T WAS, 1 NtN HER TROUBLES WOULD BE OVER , 
OH, IF MEN We«£ MtHCIFUL THEY WOULD SHOOT US 
BEFORE LITT1W6 US SUFFEB SUCH HI| gBY 




NO,S1R,NO, i don't "] 
HAVE ENOUGH MONEY Ji 


■ POH NOTHIN 


YOU there) . 1 
G. COME, i 
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* LETMEHILPYOUryi 1 
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Christmas and the new year are 
merry times for some. but for cabmen 
and cabmen's horses, it is no holiday 

THCWORK ISMAfiO fiND OFTEN LATE. 



On THE EVENING Of THE NEW YEAR WHEN 

GOT HOME, JERRY COULD HARDLY 3PEAK.He WSS 

COueMtNG DREADFULLY 






Jhe cart 

WKICN PRe 
THETiHE I 
I FELT THE > 



ERS ALWArS HAO THE BEARINC 

HTEO ME FROM DfiAWINO EASILY.bV 
8EEN THEfiE THREE OR FOUR tfOHTMS, 
UK TELLINS HEAVILY ON MY STUENfiTM. 



One DAT t WAS LOADED MORE THAN USUAL. 
PART OF THE ROAD WAS A 3TEEP UPHILL- 1 
USED ALL Ml STAENOTH BUT t COULD NOT 
8ET 




The paiw of that cart whip was sharp. 
be punished when i was win6 mx best 
took the heart out 



A YOUHSER HORSE WAS BROUOMT IMMT PUCE 
AND : WAS SOLO TO A LAROE CAB OW«ER BTTHE HAM^ [ 

OFSKIUMER... 




I KEVEK KliCW TILL NOW THE UTTER MISERY OF A CAH- 
HORSE'd Lift. SKINNER HAD A LOW SET OF CABS AND 



My LIFE WAG SO COMPLETELY WHETCHBD 
I WISHED 1 MIOHT. LIKE OINOER, 
' DOWN OE«D ftTMYWORK AND 81: 
illSEHY. 
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USHTHELOAOWAS VEUT HEAVY »N0 IMADH4C 
frf FOOD KOR BtST SINC£ THE MOSNiNO,! 0(0 
..f,AS I ALWAYS KAO IN SPITE 0^ WUELT^T 
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I OOTAtON* FAISLV WELLUNTILWECAHW^ 
TO tUOGATE WILL. BUT THEBE THE H£«Vt 
LOAD AND MV OWN EXKAUSTl&N WCRE 

tOOMUCH. [ WAS STRUOetlIiST@ 

KEE** 0M-- - 





Ten DAYS OFP'EBPECT'Fttsf.PLENtY tff 
• 000 0AT3,H*T,BBAN MASHES WITH BOIiEO 

linseidmixe:!) I h them did more to build 

UPMT condition than ANrTHfNB ELSE 
COULO HAVE 
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THt TWELFTH DAY AFTcft THE ACCIOENT, i 
TAKEN TO TMESALE. A FEW MILES OUT OF LONDON, 
I KELO MT HEAD UP HIGH AND HOPED FOR THE BEST. 




ELL HE JNDERSTANDS KINDNESS, ^ 
RANDPftPfl. COULDN'T TOU BUY HIM i 

no HftKE HIM YOUNG AGAIN, AS YOU I 

IID WITH LADYBIRD?,'-^ < 

Y 1 CAN'T HAKE \ 
' I ALL OLD HORSES j 

1 ,'°"""- J 




The perfect rest, the good food, the soft 
turf. and the gentle exercise soon began 




BLACK BEAUTY 



Conclusion: 

I was then led to my new stable, Ted, and left 
to myself. The next day, when my groom 
was cleaning my face, he said — 

" That I'sjusi like the star that Black 
Beauty had, he is much the same height 
too; I wonder where he is now." 

A little further on, he came to the place in 
my neck where I was bled, and where a little 
knot was left in the skin, He almost started, 
and began to look me over carefully, 
talking to himself. 




I have now lived in this happy place a whole 
year. Joe is the best and kindest of grooms. 
My work is easy and pleasant, and I feel my 
strength and spirits all coming back again. 
Willie's grandpapa said to Joe the other day— 

" In your place he will last till he is 
twenty years old — perhaps more." 

Willie always speaks to me when he can, and 
treats me as his special friend. My ladies 
have promised that I shall never be sold, and 
so 1 have nothing to fear; and here my story 
ends. My troubles are all over, and I am at 
home; and often before I awake, I fancj- 1 am 
still in the Orchard at Birtwick, standing with 
my old friends under the apple trees. 




-White star in the forehead, onf whilr 
foot on the off side, this little knot Ju:-it in 
that place" : thru lonkinf. ;a \Uc niiddk' of 
my back—' and m- I .-im cilii'i', there's that 
little patch of white hair that John Ufied 
to call 'Beauty's threepenny bit.' It nuisl 
he Black Beauty! Why, Beauty! Beauty, 
doyou know me? Little Joe Grten. th.;t 
almost killed you?" And he iK'i^nn iwltini; 
n-i(.',-ind [);illiii;; nil- :i-.inicvvrrv.]uiti:-> overjoyed, 




